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'LAND OF THE BLUE VIRGINS' EXHIBIT
ON DISPLAY AT UD'S MARIAN LIBRARY GALLERY

DAYTON, Ohio- Lawn-ornament statues of the Virgin Mary are commonplace in
many communities, but artist Mark Charleville says "no other community celebrates the image
of the Virgin as do the people of south Louisiana."
Charleville's collection of photographs of Virgin Mary statues from Louisiana are now
on display at the University of Dayton's Marian Library Gallery, located on the seventh floor of
Roesch library. The "Land of The Blue Virgins" exhibit will be on display through June 30.
Admission to the gallery is free and open to the public from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
The photographs are also accessible via the Web Gallery at
htt?: I / wvV'vv.udayton.edu / mary I current-exhibit.html.
"Statues of the Virgin Mary have long been associated with hidden gardens, flowers and
healing plants, yet in Louisiana this icon of the Virgin has become something more," Charleville
says.
For example, the people of Pierre Part, La., built an island shrine of Mary after the town
was spared from a hurricane. And according to local legend, the Ursuline Convent in New
Orleans was spared from a fire that devastated the city in 1812 when the nuns placed a statue
of Mary in a convent window.
"The statues have become an integral part of the landscape with no one myth, story or
belief explaining the blue Virgins," Charleville says.
Many of the digitally enhanced images have a cloudy, surreal appearance that
Charleville says suggests "the mists and fogs of the bayou setting as well as the dreamlike
quality of a vision on religious experience."
The University of Dayton's Marian Library holds the world's largest collection of
printed materials about Mary, the mother of Jesus.
-30For media interviews, call Mark Charleville at (318) 965-0911 or e-mail MarkC9ll@aol.com.
For more information, call Sister Jean Frisk at the Marian Library at (937) 229-4214.
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